
Our Mission
To enhance and support a quality 
early childhood education system 
by providing resource and referral 
services to families, child care 
programs, and communities. 

Wisconsin Rapids Office
1107 West Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids | WI 54495
office hours:
8:30am - 4:30pm
715-423-4114

Wausau Office
1500 Merrill Avenue, Suite 201  
Wausau | WI  54401
office hours:
9:00am - 5:00pm
715-301-1800

Both Childcaring locations accommodate 
office hours by appointment

1.800.628.8534
www.childcaring.org
info@childcaring.org
Serving:   Adams | Clark | Langlade | Lincoln | Marathon | Marquette | Portage | Taylor | Waushara | and Wood Counties
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Childcaring Offices to Move in July - See Page 3

Mosinee Office (After July 22)
850 Hwy. 153, Ste F
Mosinee | WI  54455
office hours:
8:30am - 5:00pm

Be an Advocate for Young Children
Parents, educators, program staff, community members – anyone - can speak up 
and  advocate on behalf of young children.  Supporting Families Together Association 
(SFTA) is a voice and advocate on public policy issues that impact young children and 
families. Childcaring is a member of SFTA, a statewide association of child care resource 
agencies and family resources agencies throughout 
Wisconsin.  

In April 2019, SFTA partnered with United Way of 
Wisconsin to host an Annual Advocacy Day, in Madison. 
Attended by individuals all over the state, it was a day of 
learning and raising awareness for the early childhood 
community.  Childcaring staff Kelly Borchardt and 
Micki Krueger attended Advocacy Day, and talked to 
legislators about child care staffing issues and parent 
struggles to find child care as they relate to the state 
budget and the Governor’s Early Care Advisory Council 
recommendations.

In May, Childcaring Board and Staff also attended an 
agency retreat focused on advocacy and public policy 
training, provided by Jill Hoiting, SFTA’s Co-Director. Jill 
helped our Board and Staff members understand more 
about policy and advocacy opportunities; the legislative 
process; and tips and strategies. A simple visit, call, letter, 
or email to your legislator can have a huge impact! 

Want to learn more about early care advocacy?   
Some great resources include:   
SFTA : www.supportingfamiliestogether.org 
Wisconsin Department of Children & Families:  
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ 
Child Care Aware® of America:  
https://usa.childcareaware.org/

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about  
the things that matter.”  – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Pictured (left to right) at Advocacy Day: 
Lisa Falduto, United Way of Portage 

County; Micki Krueger, and  
Kelly Borchardt, Childcaring.

Jill Hoiting, SFTA presents to
Childcaring Board/Staff
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Kelly Borchardt ~ Executive Director

Micki Krueger ~ Assistant Director 

Linda Francis ~ Office & Financial Manager

Audrey Bittner ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Kristine Joyce ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Mary Olson ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Andrea Mueller ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Lori Shafranski ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Carrie Steinke ~ Early Childhood Consultant/Trainer

Kao L. Xiong ~ Early Childhood Consultant/ 
Trainer - Bilingual

Gayle Schiszik ~ Certifier/Pre-licensing Consultant

Rachele Johnson ~ Training/Program Coordinator

Tracy Verjinsky ~ Program Coordinator 

Shelley Nelson ~ Referral & Communication Specialist

Tara Biebl ~ Resource & Referral Specialist

Childcaring Staff
A program of The WI Department of Children and Families

Adams, Clark, Langlade, Lincoln,
Marathon, Marquette & Waushara 
County:
Contact Childcaring if interested in developing 
an advocate group at 800.628.8534 

Portage County:
Portage County Child Care Association  
Joan Garski at 715.341.5873 

Portage County Leaders 
RoxAnne Forrest at 715.346.4370 

Taylor County: Meet the 3rd Monday of month 
For more information, call Kelly Emmerich at 
715.465.0993 

Wood County: 
Marshfield Area Child Care Association 
Krisann Mauritz at 715.387.2218  
Wisconsin Rapids Child Care Advocates Council 
Jamie Lane 715.323.2546

Provider Support / 
Advocate Groups

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) received many 
comments informing them that child care providers were having a hard 
time navigating the background check pages of the website.  The web 
pages have been redesigned with the focus of making it easier to find the 
specific requirements and tools that an individual is looking for when they 
use the website. DCF encourages providers to visit the new background 
check home page at: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ccbgcheck

Registry Alert:  High School Documentation Update
Beginning on July 1, 2019, The Registry will require documentation to 
verify a High School Diploma, High School Equivalency Diploma (HSED) 
or General Education Diploma (GED). It is highly recommended that ALL 
REGISTRY MEMBERS log in and check if their High School Diploma, 
HSED, or GED is verified.
For more information: https://files.constantcontact.com/
bc866ac1201/66db475f-acf8-471c-8f7d-64769c8b97f5.pdf

YoungStar Corner
Visit the New DCF Background 

Check Home Page

Family Survey on Child Care  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WIchildcare

We need your help. Wisconsin Early Childhood Association, along with several 
other organizations across the state, are helping to develop policies to improve 
access to high quality child care and other services for families with young children. 
We are seeking information about what parent/grandparent/guardians think are 
important needs in their communities. Please take the brief, 5-minute survey 
below to help us with this important work.

Wisconsin was awarded a planning grant from the Pritzker Children’s Initiative to 
develop a policy agenda to expand the availability of high-quality infant 
and toddler child care.  Wisconsin is one of 11 states working on this critical 
initiative. The Wisconsin Infant Toddler Policy Project known as WITPP, is aimed 
at finding innovative strategies to inform the work of developing a state-wide 
blueprint for action that expands high-quality infant toddler child care. This project 
is not just TALKING about issues… but creating an action plan for WALKING 
forward child care services that expand Wisconsin’s impact by 25% by 2023. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP.
Please take the time to complete and / or share, this FAMILY SURVEY ON CHILD 
CARE: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WIchildcare  The survey is available 
in English, Spanish and Hmong.  
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New Childcaring Location to Open July 22 

New Address: 850 Hwy. 153, Ste F, Mosinee, WI  54455 
(Baymen Professional Building -  Across from Central Wisconsin Airport)

We are pleased to inform you that the two Childcaring 
offices are moving to a combined office building in 
July. Childcaring has provided central Wisconsin with 
early education and child care resource, referral, and 
support for over 30 years and we are excited to have 
the Childcaring team and resources available at one, 
central location within our 10 county service delivery area.   
 
The Wisconsin Rapids location will move to the new building 
July 18th and the Wausau building will move July 19. During 
the transition week of July 15, you can contact Childcaring 
at 1-800-628-8534 or info@childcaring.org.  Also, if you are 
in need of child care, the online child care search is always 
available 24/7 at: www.childcaring.org. Regular business 
operations will resume Monday, July 22.  

Aspiring business owners 
are invited to attend a 

FREE Child Care Start-Up 
Info. Session at the new 

Childcaring office location 
October 17:  6-8pm

Save the Date
You’re Invited to An Open House to  

Celebrate Our New Location
Thursday, October 17 (9am-6pm)

· Meet our Staff 
· Tour our new office space

· Light refreshments 
· Door prize drawing  

· Check out the new training space  
and available resources 
· Children are welcome! 
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Training Opportunities
Visit our online training calendar for the most up-to-date training opportunities.

Register Online for Childcaring Trainings
To register, please visit www.the-registry.org, click on Statewide Trainings and type the name of the training in the Keywords search. 

If you’re already a Registry Member, simply sign-in and proceed with the payment process. If you’re not a Registry Member, create a free account to register.  
If you need other payment options, please call our office.

Please note, some trainings are not eligible for online registration and will be noted. Contact Childcaring to register.

Family Engagement: Partnering with Families for 
Children’s Success 
This training explores best practices, challenges, and barriers to connecting 
with families and will look at concrete strategies to improve your ability to 
develop relationships with families and increase their engagement.

	 Offered Online – Thursday, July 11-Wednesday, July 17
	 $20/Register online by Sunday, July 7 
	 This online course is self-paced for participants to 		
	 complete within a seven-day period.

Learning Environments and Curriculum Through the  
Lens of DAP – Stevens Point
This training will provide participants with an in-depth review of the 
requirements for the developmentally appropriate environments as required 
by the YoungStar evaluation criteria. 

	 Thursday, August 1 (6:00-9:00pm)
	 Trinity Lutheran Church, Stevens Point
	 $20/Register by Thursday, July 25

The Process of Developing a Child Portfolio
This training will introduce participants to methods and sample tools for 
obtaining valid, useful information, both quantitative and qualitative for 
children’s portfolios. 

	 Offered Online – Thursday, August 1-
	 Wednesday, August 7 
	 $20 / Register online by Thursday, July 25
	 This online course is self-paced for participants to  
	 complete within a seven-day period.

Pyramid Model e-Modules with Reflective Coaching
The Pyramid Model training is an evidence based prevention/intervention 
framework created to prevent challenging behavior and promote healthy 
social and emotional development in young children. Participants will 
complete the Birth - 5 E-modules as well as receive reflective coaching in an 
online format. 

	 Offered Online – Sunday, September 1- 
	 Saturday, November 30 
	 $60 / Register online by August 23rd
	 This online course is self-paced for participants to 		
	 complete within a 3 month period.

Supporting Language and Early Literacy:  
at Home and in Early Childhood Settings -  
Family Engagement 
This course will provide strategies for engaging families in literacy 
development activities that support the 6 vital components of early literacy, 
including shared reading and other evidence-based strategies. Strategies will 
be included to address Dual Language Learner needs.
	 Tuesday, September 10 (6:00-9:00pm)
	 United Way of Marathon County
	 $20/Register by Tuesday, September 3

(WMELS) Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards
A unique opportunity to understand and implement the WMELS into your 
early childhood setting. (Must attend both sessions)

	 Saturday, October 12 & Saturday, November 2  
	 (8:00am-4:30pm)
	 Stevens Point
	 $40 / Register by Saturday, October 5

Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention 
This training will provide participants with an in-depth review on the 
identification, prevention and grave effects of SBS. 

	 Thursday, September 19 (10:30am-12:00pm) 
	 Childcaring, Mosinee
	 $15 / Register by Thursday, September 12

CPR with AED 
The training will provide participants with Infant, Child, & Adult CPR and 
automated external defibrillator training
Classes are 6:00pm-9:00pm at Childcaring, Inc Mosinee
Cost to Attend:  $45/Book: $5

	 Thursday, September 26 (6:00pm-9:00pm)
	 Tuesday, October 22 (6:00pm-9:00pm)
	 Thursday, November 14 (6:00pm-9:00pm)
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Child Care 
Providers Needed 

 
Throughout the Childcaring service area, we are experiencing 

a shortage of reliable, affordable, and safe child care.  
This results in an inability for parents to join the workforce 

and puts children at risk. Attend a FREE info session to learn 
about providing regulated child care. The sessions will include 

information about the benefits of becoming a regulated 
provider as well as information about training needed to get 

started. We can help answer questions regarding startup  
and offer technical assistance.  

Start-Up Grant Opportunity 
Individuals who attend one of these sessions may be 
eligible for a start-up grant.  Also, newly regulated child 
care providers who have started providing child care in 
the last six months may also be eligible.

Thursday, July 25th  
Aspirus Langlade Hospital 
(Demulling A Conference Room) 
(6:00-8:00pm)          
112 E. Fifth Ave., Antigo, WI 54409  
Register by: Thursday, July 18  
 
Thursday, August 1st  
Central Wisconsin Children’s Museum 
(5:30-7:30pm)  
1100 Main St, Stevens Point, WI 54481  
Register by: Thursday, July 25 Thursday 
 
Thursday, October 17th  
Mosinee Childcaring Office  
(6:00-8:00pm) 
850 Hwy.153, Suite F, Mosinee, WI  54455 
Register by: Thursday, October 10 

If you, or someone you know, is interested 
in providing child care contact Childcaring 
to learn more.

Newly Regulated 
Child Care Providers:

Crystal Grund,  
Crystal’s Country Childcare, 
Merrill

Deborah Tidwell,  
Rosewood Academy, 
Merrill

Megan Roberts,  
Roberts Rugrats, 
Weston

Tonya Cox,  
Bright Stars Daycare  
Marshfield

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
strongly urges all certified operators to gain access 

to the Child Care Provider Portal. The Child Care 
Provider Portal makes processing, reviewing, and 
validating background check information much 
simpler and greatly decreases the time it takes 
to receive eligibility results from the DCF run 

fingerprint-based background check. Child Care 
Provider Portal access is free, and can be acquired 

in a few simple steps. Instructions and links for 
obtaining access can be found at: 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare/provider-portal/ccpp-access

Regulation Resources:  

The Child Care Provider Portal  
Makes Background Checks Easier 
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Destress – Talk – Eat – Learn - Share
Fall Parent Cafés to Be Offered in Adams & Marquette Counties  

Watch for Dates
 

Childcaring is currently planning Parent Cafés in Adams & Marquette 
County.  Stay tuned for session dates and locations.

Parent Cafés provide a safe, non-judgmental opportunity for parents and caregivers to engage in conversations 
about what it means to keep their children safe and families strong.  Parenting can be tough – every family needs 

support. Parent Cafés are a method of facilitating meaningful, reflective conversations that promote parent 
leadership and collaboration.   

A Parent Café participant shared that she learned this about parenting at the café,  
“You are not alone! So empowering! Remember friendships are important for everyone.”

Please “Like” and check these Parent Café FB pages for more details and dates: 
Marquette County Parent Café :  https://www.facebook.com/MarquetteCountyParentCafes2015.2016/ 

Adams County Parent Café:  https://www.facebook.com/ParentCafeAdams/

Or, contact Childcaring at 1-800-628- 8534 or info@childcaring.org

Family Fun
Raise Great Kids Day 

August 1st  9 am – 2 pm 
on the 400 block, 

Wausau 

CommunityFEST  
September 21st  9 am - 2 pm  

East Gate Hall, Marathon Park, 
Wausau  

Clark County Children’s Festival  
September 21st  

Greenwood High School

What Is Child Find? 
Childcaring - A Community Partner in the Informed Referral Network
 
Child Find is a continuous process of public awareness activities, screening 
and evaluation designed to locate, identify, and refer as early as possible all 
young children with disabilities and their families who are in need of an Early 
Intervention Program (Part C) or Early Childhood Special Education (Part B) 
services of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
School districts are required to locate, identify and evaluate children with 
disabilities within their attendance area. To assist in this child find process, 
districts have developed “Informed Referral Networks.”  An Informed Referral 
Network is comprised of community partners, including Childcaring, that 
work together to serve young children and their families.  Relationships with 
community partners have proven to be the most effective practice in identifying 
children with disabilities.  These partnerships provide an opportunity to learn 
more about screening young children and providing information about 
community resources.   This community network refers children who may have 
a disability and a need for special education. For more information about Child 
Find, please contact Childcaring.
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Bulletin Board

WMELS E.EL.3 Diversity in Learning: Uses a variety of 
learning styles to meet their needs or achieve their goals.

Summer is a perfect time to incorporate all the senses in 
learning. It is important that children utilize their preferred 
method but also to stretch themselves to use other 
modes. Paying attention to each child’s preferred method 
and then encouraging them to use a less preferred mode 
such as visuals instead of auditory or tactile. This will help 
them as they engage in learning throughout their lives. 
Consider making a sequence of pictures (visual) for a MUD 
painting activity. Make up a song and sing the sequence 
of instructions 
for the MUD 
a c t i v i t y . 
Mothernature.
com has 20 
glorious ways 
to play with 
m u d … ” d i g 
in!”  As you try 
some of these 
think about how 
the instructions could be visual, auditory and/or tactile. 
Tactile would be just engaging with the mud - drawing a 
picture, making shapes… Provide the structured activity 
(the activity you have sequenced) but also give plenty of 
time for the children to explore and discover on their own.
Submitted by: Beth Tepper, CESA 9

Healthy Choices 

This material was funded by United States Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Supplemental Assistance Program (SNAP). 

Start with your goal(s), then go 
searching for your activities:

The Davidson Yell and Tell Foundation, Inc is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable foundation set up to teach young children 
what to do when they observe a dangerous situation.  
Children’s lives will be saved by the child who sees a 
dangerous situation and takes a proactive response.   

This is an easy to learn 4 step program:
See It (See something that is dangerous)
Feel It (Scared. Doesn’t know what to do)

Yell (Yell HELP to attract attention)
Tell (Tell the closest adult)

www.yellandtell.com

Save the Date:  

Leading the Way 17th 
Annual Conference  

for Early Childhood Educators 
Saturday, September 28 

University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point 
Watch for more details, coming soon!

Ingredients
5 fresh, large whole strawberries 
30 semi-sweet dark chocolate chips
Directions
Cut the tops off of the strawberries and cut 
them in half lengthwise.
With your fingers, gently push three 
chocolate chips into each half to create the 
ladybug’s spots.
Serve on a fun platter.

Nutrition Information
Serving size: 5 strawberries 
Calories: 100: Total Fat: 4.5g; Saturated 
Fat: 2.5g; Trans Fat 0g; Cholesterol: 0mg; 
Sodium: 0mg; Total Carbohydrate 16g; 
Dietary Fiber: 3g; Sugars: 12g; Protein: 2g. 
By Stacey Antine, MS, RD, and HealthBarn 
USA

Strawberry 
Chocolate Chip 

“Ladybugs” 
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2019 Childcaring 
Board of Directors
Brad Gast, President 

Donna Ginzl, Vice President

Michelle Rantala, Treasurer

Joan Krohn, Secretary  

Jane Brandt  

Rebecca Hardell

Kelly Oleson  

Tammy Schreiber 

Nancy Vance 

Barry West

Xav tau kev pab pes/txhais daim ntawv xovxwm 
no thov hu tuaj rau 
Kao Lai Xiong 715-301-1800     
Hnub Monday-Friday 9:00 txog 5:00.

Wisconsin Rapids Office
1107 West Grand Avenue | Wisconsin Rapids | WI 54495

Wausau Office
1500 Merrill Avenue, Suite 201 | Wausau | WI 54401

Vision 
  For all Central Wisconsin children to benefit from the best child care possible.

Childcaring Board Spotlight 
Hello, my name is Nancy Vance and I am a member of 
the Childcaring Board of Directors. I love being part of an 
organization that works to improve the lives of families in 
central Wisconsin.

I have the privilege of working with families as a 
University of Wisconsin-Division of Extension Human 
Development and Relations Educator for Clark County. As we travel throughout life, there are times 
when each of us needs some assistance and education on how to improve the quality of our lives. 
Extension is here to help with those questions because well-functioning families are the cornerstones 
of a strong community. 

I am a graduate of the University of Illinois with both a Master’s degree and Bachelor of Science degree 
in the area of Family and Consumer Science. These degrees have been a springboard to many interesting 
careers in the diverse field of Family Science. I spent several years as a Family and Consumer Science 
teacher in Orlando Florida, management with Walt Disney World costume department, a preschool 
administrator, and most recently the program director for a domestic violence agency in Illinois where I 
worked with families impacted by violence and abuse. In all of the varied positions, there has been the 
common thread of education and service to others. All of this experience prepared me to work with the 
diverse families in Wisconsin by providing research-based education and resources. 

My husband and I moved to Wisconsin so that I could work for the University of Wisconsin. David retired 
from his career as a college professor and this allowed me to pursue my dream job with Extension. We are 
empty nesters and enjoy the occasional visits from our two children. Our son Ryan is a senior at University 
of Wisconsin-Stout and our daughter Emily is a Historic Preservationist currently working at Yellowstone 
National Park. There are no grandchildren yet so we are busy discovering all of the natural beauty found 
throughout Wisconsin. 

Thank you for welcoming me to the community.  Go Packers!

Childcaring is supported in part by: 

Dates Closed:  
Independence Day: July 4  
Staff Retreat Day: August 14  
Labor Day: September 2


